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T
he Gujarat High Court has issu-
ed notices to the Ahmedabad
Municipal Corporation (AMC),
the state government and Guja-

rat Pollution Control Board (GPCB)
over a PIL seeking stop to open burning
of solid and plastic waste.

The PIL, filed by lawyer couple Adi-
tya and Chandni Bhatt, said waste is
burnt on public roads, causing air pol-
lution and posing health hazards to hu-
mans and animals that the civic autho-
rities have failed to implement norms
pertaining to waste disposal and mana-
gement.

“Before the process of collection
and transportation, a huge amount of
waste is burnt at the site of waste genera-
tion. Plastic is present in large quantity
in this waste which emits toxic and car-
cinogenic gases like benzene, toluene
and styrene etc. Styrene gas is dangero-
us and easily absorbed through lungs
and even skin. Overexposure to the gas
disrupts central nervous system cau-
sing headache, fatigue, weakness and
depression,” the PIL stated.
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T
he work on the Rs 22,000
crore high-speed rail project
between Ahmedabad and
Rajkot — the hometown of
Chief Minister Vijay 

Rupani — will kick off with the state
government planning to hire aerial
survey agency.

The aerial survey for the 220-km
project, along the highway connec-
ting two major cities of Gujarat, will
be carried out using helicopter. The
survey will study vehicular traffic, its
movement and direction, conges-
tion points, elevation and turns
along the highway.

According to the proposal, the ele-
vated corridor will be constructed
along the existing National Highway
47 to reduce acquisition of new land.
The proposal envisages dedicated
right of the way for semi high-speed
train running over 160km/hour spe-
ed.

Gujarat Rail Infrastructure Deve-
lopment Corporation (G-Ride),
which is spearheading the project,

will soon appoint an agency for aerial
survey. Over 45 lakh rail passengers
travel annually between Ahmedabad
and Rajkot. The survey will also focus
on possible accident zones.

One of the directors of G-Ride,
Ashwini Kumar, said, “The passenger
traffic between the two cities has risen
exponentially in the last 10 years and

crossed 45-lakh mark in 2017 compa-
red to 19 lakh in 2007. The figure
crossed 50 lakh mark in 2019.
Once set up, the corridor
will reduce travel time
between Ahmedabad
and Rajkot by 2 hours.
At present, 340 buses
ply between the two

cities ferrying 13,000 passengers. But,
most of all the high-speed corridor
will act as a feeder to Ahmedabad-
Mumbai high-speed rail that is under
implementation.”

The project, which will link Sau-
rashtra with rest of the state, has been
put on fast track for completion at the
earliest.

Aerial survey soon for
Rs 22,000 crore project
Rail corridor to run along national highway to reduce need for new land acquisition
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G
ujarat High Court has dismis-
sed petitions filed by Cong-
ress leaders challenging the
election of External Affairs

Minister S Jaishankar and Jugalji Tha-
kor to the Rajya Sabha and the Election
Commission notification to conduct
separate polls for two RS seats. The co-
urt has observed that the petitioners
failed to establish issues of violation of
the election rules and constitution rai-
sed in the pleas.

The petitions were filed by Cong-
ress leaders Gaurav Pandya, Chandri-
ka Chudasama and Paresh Dhanani.
Jaishankar and Thakore had defeated
Pandya and Chudasama respectively
in the by-polls. They had contended
that the elections should have been
held simultaneously but the EC took
an illegal decision to ensure both the
seats went to the BJP considering the
number of its MLAs. 

The court dismissed the petitions
saying the petitioners failed to point
out any provision of the Constitution
or the RP Act requiring the EC to hold a
single by-election for filling up all ca-
sual vacancies.

Jaishankar-Thakor
RS wins: Cong pleas
set aside by Guj HC
Cong leaders’ petitions said EC
held simultaneous polls for two
seats to help BJP win both
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#BHUJ
A peace committee meeting was orga-
nised at Nakhatrana taluka in Kutch
following social media hate campaign
against Muslim community after the
anti-CAA bandh on January 29. Aro-
und 60 people including officials of the
Kutch administration including depu-
ty collector, police officers and leaders
from both communities participated
in the discussion and resolved to pre-
serve ‘Kutchiyat’ by ensuring peace
and harmony in the region. 

Earlier, Mirror had reported about
call for boycott of Muslims in Ratnaal
and Navanagar villages. Similar pleas
were made on social media in Nakhat-
rana and Anjar apart from Ektanagar,
Baalapar, Kuriyani, Mudiya, Kapuras-
hi and Kadiya villages with photog-
raphs of shops of Muslim traders who
had participated in the bandh.

Kutch Deputy Collector G K Rat-
hod said, “We are committed to ensu-
ring peace and will not allow anybody
to create disturbance.”

He also said in the meeting that he

himself will register an FIR if he comes
across such hate-fuelled messages on
social media or any call being made for
boycott of Muslims.

He directed Narayan Sarovar Police
Sub-Inspector Y A Zala to personally vi-
sit owners of the shops which were
mentioned in the viral Whatsapp mes-
sages and ensure all support to them.

Hussain Rayma, a Muslim leader
from Lakhpat, who was part of the pea-
ce meeting said, “When the bandh call
was given on January 29, we took it as
the right of every Indian citizen to put
forth their objections. There was not-

hing undemocratic about it. We are be-
ing targeted unnecessarily.”

Imtiyaz Khalifa, who runs a barber
shop in Ektanagar, said, “Despite hate-
ful messages, my business is running as

usual. I hope the hate campaign
stops.” However, Nafees Memon said,
“I fear we will experience losses as time
passes.” Vikramsinh Sodha, a local BJP
leader and vice president of Lakhpat ta-
luka panchayat, said, “Due to the ac-
tions of a few people, everyone is suffe-
ring. We elders have decided that swift
action will be taken against anybody
who indulges in hate campaign. Majo-
rity of the Muslim community mem-
bers are my good friends and I will ma-
ke sure they are not inconvenienced in
any manner.”
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Community leaders, Kutch
officials resolve for peace
After social media messages calling for boycott of Muslims who took part in anti-CAA
bandh, cops, dy collector and community leaders held a meet to ensure peace, harmony 

Deputy Kutch Collector (centre) presides over the meeting with community leaders at Nakhatrana in Kutch

Ahmedabad-Rajkot high-speed rail corridor

The survey will study factors like traffic and accident zones

Anti-Muslim hate messages

The administration is
committed to ensure
peace and it will not
allow anybody to 
create disturbance,
said Kutch Deputy
Collector G K Rathod
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