MSIL’s plant to
be connected by
broad gauge rail
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Gandhinagar: Gujarat Rail
Infrastructure
Development Corporation Ltd (G-RIDE) has taken up its first joint venture project with Maruti Suzuki India Limited
(MSIL) to lay a broad gauge
railway line between MSIL’s
automobile manufacturing
plant near Becharaji to Katosan Road. The 26.6 kilometre long railway line will
be laid at a cost of Rs 260 crore.
An independent special
purpose vehicle (SPV) called Bahucharaji Rail Corporation Ltd (BRCL), which
was incorporated on December 13, 2018, will execute the
project. The SPV has equity
participation of G-RIDE,
MSIL and Gujarat Industrial Development Corporation (GIDC).
The stretch between Katosan Road-Becharaji-Chanasama-Ranuj will be converted from the existing meter gauge to broad gauge and
will include providing last
mile connectivity of approximately three kilometres to
MSIL, officials said.
“The railways has handed over 25 kilometres of
land track to G-RIDE on a
long term basis, while land
acquisition of 2.50 kilometres is ongoing. With due approval of the railway board
and government, G-RIDE
has awarded tender for gauge conversion with 25kv AC
electrification. The estimated tender value is Rs 260
crore and the project will be
completed in 24 months,” said Santosh Kumar, director,
G-RIDE.
He added that the project

G-RIDE aims to
take almost half a
dozen other rail
projects

A

part from the
Becharaji-Katosan Road
project, almost half a dozen
other rail connectivity
projects have been identified
by G-RIDE, which are under
various stages of evaluation.
These include
Bhuj-Naliya-Vayor new broad
gauge rail (BG) line (126km)
connectivity project in the
Kutch district,
Gothangam-Panoli (29km)
new BG line project in
Vadodara division, Nargol
port last mile connectivity in
Valsad district, Bedi Port last
mile connectivity in
Jamnagar district and
Ahmedabad-Rajkot Semi
High Speed Rail System
(SHSRS) project to provide
seamless connectivity
between the two cities.

will benefit industrial units
in sectors like light engineering including metal & alloy
products, electronics system design and manufacturing (ESDM), agro and food
processing, apart from wind
and solar power equipment
manufacturing industries
located in Mandal Becharaji
Special Investment Region
(MBSIR). “The project will
also cater to GIDC’s upcoming Japanese business
park and Special Investment
Region by connecting these
industrial centres to the existing Indian Railways network,” Kumar added

