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TUESDAY REPORT | Weather 
was dry over Gujarat region, 
Saurashtra- Kutch. Generally North 
Easterly winds are prevailing at 
lower levels over the region.
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Ahmedabad: Ramji Bhatol,
a farmer from Vadgam in
Banaskantha, remembers
the monsoon of 1994 vividly.
“I had seen so many locusts
at one place for the first time
— it was as if a blanket got
descended on the land and
after some time, when it got
lifted, all the greenery was
consumed. After all these ye-
ars, it’s like rewind of that
scene,” says Bhatol who has
given up on his crop of papa-
ya and potato with a new
swarm attack on horizon on
Tuesday.

Since December 12, the
northern parts of the state
are under the siege by the in-
sects that come in crores and
devastate the crops. The ap-
pearance of locust swarms
in December has puzzled the
state-based experts who be-
lieve that the change in pat-
tern could be due to prolong-
ed monsoon and change in
wind direction. They added
that it’s after nearly two de-
cades that locusts are affec-
ting the sown crops in Guja-
rat.

“Generally locusts come
from July to October the en-
vironment is conducive for
them to lay eggs in the soil.
As the visit in July-October
does not coincide with so-
wing, swarms feed on green
patches or settle in forest
area. But this time, they ha-
ve come at at time when the
crop is yet to be harvested
and are feeding on it,” said
Dr PK Borad, agricultural
entomologist with Anand
Agricultural University
(AAU). 

RC Faldu, state agricul-
tural minister, on Tuesday
told media that 17 taluka in
north Gujarat are severely
affected by locusts. The local
farmers have alleged slow
action by the state authoriti-
es even when the swarms we-
re spoted in Rajasthan. Fal-

du mentioned in his address
that spraying the insectici-
de was not possible by heli-
copter as it could have affec-
ted the crop as well. The far-
mers however claimed that
the authorities waited for
two nights when there was a
chance to spray the chemi-
cal in plains before the lo-
custs targeted farms.

Experts pointed at two
major swarms in Rajasthan
out of which one has already
entered in Gujarat on Tues-
day. The forecast was for up
to first week of December
but now farmers are praying
for change in wind that wo-
uld bring chill from the
north.

Wind direction played
major part 

The trend is a surprise
for the officials at Locust
Circle Office (LCO) run by
ministry of agriculture and
farmers Welfare at Palan-
pur. “The pattern has chang-
ed and we believe that the
change in wind direction
has played a major part.
When the swarms were at In-
dia-Pakistan border, favou-
rable winds brought the in-
sects to India. Generally lo-
custs go back after winter
sets in but this time they ha-
ve got acclimatized to the
current weather,” said KL
Meena, assistant director at
LCO Palanpur.

Prolonged
Monsoon

Triggered The
Attack : Experts

State faces deadliest locust attack since ’94

Parth.Shastri@timesgroup.com

Gandhinagar: Gujarat Rail
Infrastructure Develop-
ment Corporation Ltd (G-RI-
DE) has taken up its first jo-
int venture project with Ma-
ruti Suzuki India Limited
(MSIL) to lay a broad gauge
railway line between MSIL’s
automobile manufacturing
plant near Becharaji to Ka-
tosan Road. The 26.6 kilo-
metre long railway line will
be laid at a cost of Rs 260 cro-
re.

An independent special
purpose vehicle (SPV) cal-
led Bahucharaji Rail Corpo-
ration Ltd (BRCL), which
was incorporated on Decem-
ber 13, 2018, will execute the
project. The SPV has equity
participation of G-RIDE,
MSIL and Gujarat Industri-
al Development Corpora-
tion (GIDC).

The stretch between Ka-
tosan Road-Becharaji-Cha-
nasama-Ranuj will be con-
verted from the existing me-
ter gauge to broad gauge and
will include providing last
mile connectivity of approx-
imately three kilometres to
MSIL, officials said.

“The railways has han-
ded over 25 kilometres of
land track to G-RIDE on a
long term basis, while land
acquisition of 2.50 kilomet-
res is ongoing. With due app-
roval of the railway board
and government, G-RIDE
has awarded tender for gau-
ge conversion with 25kv AC
electrification. The estima-
ted tender value is Rs 260
crore and the project will be
completed in 24 months,” sa-
id Santosh Kumar, director,
G-RIDE.

He added that the project

will benefit industrial units
in sectors like light enginee-
ring including metal & alloy
products, electronics sy-
stem design and manufactu-
ring (ESDM), agro and food
processing, apart from wind
and solar power equipment
manufacturing industries
located in Mandal Becharaji
Special Investment Region
(MBSIR). “The project will
also cater to GIDC’s upco-
ming Japanese business
park and Special Investment
Region by connecting these
industrial centres to the ex-
isting Indian Railways net-
work,” Kumar added

MSIL’s plant to
be connected by
broad gauge rail 

Kapil.Dave@timesgroup.com

Ahmedabad: With a slowing
economic scenario coupled
with stretched repayment cy-
cles, bad loans in the Micro
Small and Medium Enterprises
(MSME) sector have gone up
significantly in the second qu-
arter of 2019-20. According to
the latest SLBC report released
on Tuesday, non-performing as-
sets (NPAs) in the second quar-
ter went up by 20.7%, growing
from Rs 8,526 crore in 2018-19 to
Rs 10,290 crore this year.

Bankers said that the
growth is already muted in the
economy, which has caused bu-
siness-to-business payment cy-
cles to get stretched. With de-
mand remaining low-key, slo-
wing growth have caused bad
loans to rise.

“Due to the ongoing econo-
mic situation, there is a pro-
blem on the demand side, which
has put MSMEs across various
sectors under stress. Besides,

business-to-business payment
cycles have elongated. There is
absolutely no problem on the
supply side because, according

to the annual credit plan, 90% of
the disbursement target has al-
ready been achieved,” said Vik-
ramaditya Singh Khichi, conve-

ner, SLBC-Gujarat.
Against bad loans rising by

20.7% in the second quarter, the
advances in the MSME sector
grew merely 11.4%, from Rs 1.15
lakh crore in 2018-19 to Rs 1.28
lakh crore in 2019-20. Bankers
revealed that loans were sought
for working capital require-
ments as well as capital expen-
ditures as well.

MSMEs in sectors inclu-
ding automobiles, auto ancilla-
ries, steel and textiles, are
among the worst affected. In-
dustry players have also blamed
it upon the liquidity crisis,
which caused the bad loans to
rise.

“The demand side was real-
ly bad across most sectors till
the second quarter and this has
impacted repaying capacities
significantly. Many were forced
to stop operations or cut produc-
tion, which in turn had a detri-
mental effect on working capi-
tal,” said Chintan Thaker, co-
chairman, Assocham-Gujarat.

Slowdown causes MSME bad loans to rise 20.7%
Niyati.Parikh@timesgroup.com

Industry is 
reeling 

under severe 
financial crunch. 
The payment 
cycles have 
elongated but there has been no 
relaxation in NPA classification 
norms from the RBI, as a result of 
which bad loans are rising
Shailesh Patwari |
PAST PRESIDENT, GCCI

The target for 
disbursement 
under the 
annual
credit plan 
for MSMEs 
has already 
crossed 90% by the end 
of the second quarter of 
2019-20
Vikramaditya Singh Khichi |
CONVENER, SLBC-GUJARAT

Priorty Sector         Loan Amount* %

2018-19 2019-20 Change

Agri Outstanding 82,608 89,295 8.09

Agri NPA 5,419 6,750 24.56

MSME Outstanding 1,15,140 1,28,245 11.38

MSME NPA 8,526 10,290 20.69
Source: SLBC-Gujarat; *`/Crore

NOT OUTSTANDING

Ahmedabad: The Gujarat
government on Tuesday
proposed all compensation
and rehabilitation benefits
for tribal farmers of
four villages from
where people are so-
ught to be evicted
from the Narmada ri-
ver bank for tourism
development near
the Statue of Unity (SoU).

Environment activist,
Mahesh Pandya, has filed a
PIL questioning eviction of
tribals in six villages. The
Gujarat high court earlier
this year stayed the the Sar-
dar Sarovar Narmada Ni-
gam Ltd from evicting peo-
ple as well as stalled all
construction activities.

The government has
proposed 336 persons from
four villages – Kevadia, Vag-

hadia, Limdi and Gorva –
that they have an option of
getting land equivalent to
the acquired land of origi-
nal khatedar or they get av-
ail payment of Rs 7.5 lakh

per hectare.
The govern-

ment has proposed
to pay Rs 5 lakh to
son of a farmer for
self-employment
and to give financi-

al assistance for construc-
tion of house, if they agree
to vacate the place. 

The government asser-
ted that 312 out of 336 people
are entitled to the benefits
because they had not avai-
led compensation benefits
earlier. 

The government has al-
so declared additional bene-
fits for residents of five vil-
lages – Navagam village in-
cluded.

Compensation
proposed to evict
villages near SoU
TIMES NEWS NETWORK

Ahmedabad: Piling debts
due to drought situation in
past two years coupled with
stressed dairy sector has
caused the bad loans in the
agriculture sector to rise.
According to the latest SLBC
report released on Tuesday,
NPA in the agriculture loans
have gone up by 25% in the
second quarter of 2019-20, ri-
sing from Rs 5,419 crore in
2018-19 to Rs 6,750 crore this
year.

NPAs have particularly
shown an increase in the ag-
ri-term loans, rising from Rs
3,261 crore in second quarter
of 2018-19 to Rs 4,762 crore
this year. “Rising rural dis-

tress over the past three ye-
ars has caused stress in the
dairy sector with repayment
issues from the milk produ-
cer unions. As a result, bad
loans for agri-term loans ha-
ve increased,” said a well-
placed source in banking
sector.

Sagar Rabari, past presi-
dent, Khedut Ekta Manch-
Gujarat, said, “Farmers ha-
ve reeled under stress over
the past two years due to the
drought and water-scarcity
situation. As a result, their
debts have only piled up. De-
spite a good rainfall during
the initial part of this sea-
son, farmers need to repay
past dues too and as a result,
the NPAs have shown a rise.”

Niyati.Parikh@timesgroup.com

Piling debts spur agri
NPAs to grow 25%

Desert locust (Schistocerca 
gregaria) affect the entire north 
Africa, Middle East and east 
Asian countries primarily after 
monsoon

➤ About 60 countries, forming 
20% of Earth’s land surface, get 
affected by the locust attacks

➤ The feisty insects have even 
found mention in Bible and 
Quran for its devastating effects

➤ A swarm of locusts have 
about 4 crore insects in a 
square km area

➤ As a locust can eat 
equal to its weight daily (2 
grams), a swarm can eat food 
equivalent to over 2,500 adults 
within minutes

➤ Currently 17 talukas in north 
Gujarat are severely affected by 
the locust attack where crops 
including cumin, jetropha, 
potato and papaya are 
destroyed

Gujarat

Ethiopia-
Somalia

Saudi Arabia

Pakistan

Afghanistan

Iran

INDIA
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THE ROUTE: The locusts 
coming to India (Rajasthan and 
Gujarat) originate from Horn of 
Africa and traverse Middle 
Eastern countries before 
coming via Pakistan after 
monsoon.  Locusts can travel 
up to 200km a day riding on 
the winds

Infestation is declining on India-Pakistan 
border: FAO
The Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) bulletin dated December 
18 mentioned that breeding of desert locusts continued in eastern 
Ethiopia and adjacent areas of Somalia. It is likely to affect Horn of 
Africa region due to good rains this year. Breeding is also in progress 
along both sides of Red Sea which would affect Yemen, Saudi Arabia 
and Egypt. The report mentioned that infestation is declining on 
India-Pakistan border. In December so far, 1,800 hectares of land in 
India and 20,000 hectares in Pakistan is affected due to swarming. 
‘Both countries are advised to be extremely vigilant in all areas and 
undertake regular surveys, supplemented by control operations 
whenever necessary,’ mentioned the bulletin.

TEACHERS ROPED IN TO 
DRIVE AWAY LOCUSTS IN 
THARAD: The teachers in 
Banaskantha district were up 
in arms against a notification 
on Monday by Tharad TDO, 

asking the teachers in the 
taluka to support farmers in 

driving away locusts by creating 
noise. “We are confused whether 
conducting classes are 
important or shooing away the 
insects,” said a Vav-based 
primary school teacher. 

Nathabhai Patel, MLA of Dhanera 
played the loud drums at a farm to 
keep locusts away

JOINT EFFORTS: India and 
Pakistan, arch-enemies in almost 
all fields, are forced to cooperate 

when it comes to early locust warning 
systems. In 2019 alone, officials from 

both the countries met five times since 
June, the latest being December 3. 
They shared notes on spread and 

measures taken to control 
swarms.

INSUFFERABLE INSECTS

FROM BLANKETS TO DJS: Farmers in northern districts are hiring huge 
cloths to cover their farms and some are hiring loudspeakers to keep 
locust swarms at bay. Creating noise with utensils is also being tried

Palanpur: The skies in Vav
taluka of Banaskantha dis-
trict were blanketed by cro-
res of locusts as a new
swarm hit the already-infes-
ted region on Tuesday eve-
ning. The locust swarms,
which have ravaged stan-
ding crop in scores of villa-
ges since December 12, have
spread to new areas in Tha-
rad taluka.

Officials told TOI that
this swarm is even bigger
that the earlier ones seen in
Vav and Suigam talukas
and Patan district. “Many
villages like Dariyav, Mee-
tacharan, Meetarana and
others are affected by the lo-
cust. Presently, teams are
spraying anti-locust medi-
cines,” said K K Thakor, Vav
mamlatdar.

Banaskantha collector
Sandip Sagale said that 11te-
ams are working on the is-
sue as four more will be de-
ployed in the district.

Tharad mamlatdar N K
Bhagora added that locusts
have invaded fields in villa-
ges like Takuva, Kasvi, Se-
rav and Bhadasar around
5pm on Tuesday. 

“I have never seen such a
cloud of locusts in my life.
Not a trace of crop is left af-
ter they descend on the fi-
elds,” said P D Gadhvi, Day-
apar sarpanch.

Distressed farmers are
frantically calling helpline.
“I have received more than
500 calls till Tuesday eve-
ning from farmers whose
farms are consumed by the
insects,” said Bharat
Chaudhari, agricultural ex-
tension officer at Tharad.

A team led by joint direc-
tor of Locust Control Orga-
nization is expected to arri-
ve in north Gujarat on Tues-
day night to assess the situa-
tion.

Another
locust swarm

hits
Banaskantha

TIMES NEWS NETWORK

Close on the heels of be-
ing chastised by a Su-
preme Court commit-

tee, the state Cabinet will
discuss revoking the relaxa-
tion in helmet rule
granted earlier this
month. 

On Tuesday, state
agriculture minist-
ser R C Faldu told
reporters that go-
vernment will dis-
cuss lifting of suspension
on implementation of com-
pulsory helmet rule in the
next Cabinet meeting. 

“People in urban areas
should be mentally prepa-
red to wear the headgear
while driving two whee-
lers,” Faldu said replying to
a question on the relaxation
of helmet rule on the state
as well as on the stern obser-
vation made by the SC’s ro-
ad safety committee on the
issue.

The committee had re-
cently rapped the govern-
ment for making helmets
optional in urban areas and
issued directions to make
helmets compulsory again
for two-wheeler riders.

Slamming the state
government for the
relaxation, the com-
mittee, which moni-
tors safety measures
in all states, wonde-
red why the govern-
ment had ignored its

guidelines.
Earlier, on December 4,

the Gujarat government
had announced that hel-
mets would be optional wit-
hin municipal corporation
and municipality limits.
While, the Gujarat Cabinet
chaired by chief minister
Vijay Rupani had made the
announcement, Faldu had
stated: “Now, police and
RTO officials cannot fine
any citizen for not wearing a
helmet.”

Cabinet to discuss
revoking helmet
relaxation: Faldu

TIMES NEWS NETWORK

Apart from the
Becharaji-Katosan Road

project, almost half a dozen
other rail connectivity
projects have been identified
by G-RIDE, which are under
various stages of evaluation.
These include
Bhuj-Naliya-Vayor new broad
gauge rail (BG) line (126km)
connectivity project in the
Kutch district,
Gothangam-Panoli (29km)
new BG line project in
Vadodara division, Nargol
port last mile connectivity in
Valsad district, Bedi Port last
mile connectivity in
Jamnagar district and
Ahmedabad-Rajkot Semi
High Speed Rail System
(SHSRS) project to provide
seamless connectivity
between the two cities.

G-RIDE aims to
take almost half a
dozen other rail
projects

After a lot of disgruntle-
ment and protests, near-
ly 24 lakh farmers of 248

talukas are set to get financial
assistance from the state go-
vernment to cover up for the
damage caused by the unseaso-
nal rains to the Kharif crops.
The state government will
start disbursing the release
amount from Wednesday.

However, this number is
less than 50 per cent of the actu-
al number of farmers who ha-
ve applied for the govern-

ment’s promised assistance
announced last month. Total 56
lakh farmers had applied for fi-
nancial assistance. State agri-
culture minister R C Faldu
addressing media persons in
Rajkot on Tuesday said, “We
have divided the state into
eight regions for the financial
assistance and start crediting
the amount directly into the
farmers’ accounts in the func-
tions to be held at these eight
regions under the leadership of
various ministers.” TNN

Crop damage: 24 lakh
farmers to get govt relief

Ahmedabad: Instead of being
dependent on organisations to
provide employment to people
suffering with down syndrome,
they must focus on self-employ-
ment said Aditya Tiwari, who is
the youngest Indian single pa-
rent, who adopted a child with
down syndrome. Tiwari, a soft-
ware engineer from Pune, was
present at a meeting organised
by Down Syndrome Welfare
Club – Gujarat. 

The meeting was organised
to provide parenting tips for pa-
rents of kids with down syndro-
me. Responding to a query on
whether patients can seek job
reservations, Tiwari said, “see-
king reservation will only invi-
te more discrimination from the
society. Thus, it is in the pati-
ent’s interest to create self-emp-
loyment opportunities for one-
self. 

During the meeting, Aarjav
Oza, a 22-year-old boy with down
syndrome was also present, who
has won accolades at national
and state level for roller ska-
ting. TNN

‘Down syndrome
patients must focus
on self-employment’
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